THE UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

	



	STUDENT’S APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF DIFFICULT LANGUAGE TRAINING EXPENSES
	DLT


                                                                                    (USE BLOCK CAPITALS)
	Title:
	     
	Initials:
	     
	Surname:
	     


	ESRC Award Number:
	     


	Student ID Number:
	     


	School:
	     


The completed form should be sent to the Postgraduate Scholarships Office at least 2 months before the proposed training.  Applications must be supported by a full case from the student's supervisor.  Confirmation of the level of approval and support will be sent to you prior to your training.
Up to one extra year's support may be considered if the student needs to acquire or develop a working ability with a difficult language in order to carry out fieldwork or other parts of their research (this is over and above the year allowed for a Masters degree plus the three years allowed for a full time research degree).  Students in their Masters year of the 1+3 are not eligible to apply.  Any anticipated difficult language training should be mentioned in the student's original application.  Extensions beyond 6 months should only be allowed if the student needs to spend an extended period of time overseas in order to obtain these language skills.  If the student has already undertaken a relevant Masters degree, it is expected that some progress with language acquisition will have been made.

The distinctions made below are not to be read as hard and fast rules, but rather as general guideline.  In practice, each case is considered on its merits. For example, a student who has a degree in Arabic is not likely to receive a nine month extension for learning the language. At the same time, the ‘Groups’ listed are not treated as watertight compartments, and, in certain circumstances, a student learning a Group B language may receive more than nine months.
Group A:

Included in this group are unwritten languages or languages in early stage of being analysed and for which no grammars, vocabularies, or other learning aids are available. These might include Amerindian, Papuan languages, etc. A case can be argued for 12 months.

Group B:

Included in this group are:

• languages for which there are limited descriptive and learning resources available.

• languages which present intrinsic difficulties for speakers of English because they are click, tonal,object-verb-subject, agglutinating, etc.

• languages that require knowledge of a different non-alphabetic script, such as Chinese, Japanese,Arabic and South and South-East Asian languages.

A case can be argued for 9 months.

Group C:

Included in this group are difficult languages (as defined in B above) which have been well described in grammars, vocabularies etc., but for which no learning aids exist, and the language will have mainly to be learnt in the field from unskilled teachers. These might include various African, Melanesian, and Amerindian languages plus some in the Indian sub-continent. A case can be argued for 6 months.
Group D:

Included in this group are languages similar to those in Group C but for which intensive learning materials exist, for example, courses, language laboratory, materials, tapes, etc. A case can be argued for 3 months (this includes all European languages).
It is strongly recommended that students take out insurance to cover any period of Difficult Language Training spent overseas.  If for any reason the Difficult Language Training is prematurely terminated, you must repay any of the expenses overpaid to you, or on your behalf, either in whole or in part. 
A.
SUPPORTING CASE (TO BE COMPLETED BY THE SUPERVISOR AND POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH TUTOR)

Please state why Difficult Language Training is considered essential for the student.  Please include details of itinerary and date(s) where appropriate.

     
B.
DETAILS OF TRAINING
	PERIOD
	COUNTRY                                   
	Number of months

	FROM
	TO
	
	

	     
	     
	     

	     


	Student Signature:
	     
	Date:
	     

	Print Name:
	     


	Supervisor Signature:
	     
	Date:
	     

	Print Name:
	     


	Postgraduate Research Tutor Signature:
	     
	Date:
	     

	Print Name:
	     


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

C.
APPROVAL

Support?    YES    FORMCHECKBOX 
              NO      FORMCHECKBOX 

D.
DETAILS OF APPROVAL 

	GROUP
	NO OF MONTHS
	PAYMENT

	     
	     

	     

	TOTAL APPROVED:
	     


	Assessed by:
	     
	Date:
	     


	Authorised by:
	     
	Date:
	     


